Outdoor Learning Spring 11
Science Week #2
This week we had the best weather for getting out and finding out all about the trees around our
grounds and the worms that live in the ground. We had such a great time digging and measuring we
almost forgot we were learning!
Did you know you can measure a tree by looking at it upside down? Here’s
what you do: stand next to a tree and walk away from it, stopping every
now and then to bend down and look between your legs at the tree. When
you can see the very top of the tree you are at about the point that it
would fall if you chopped the tree down (don’t
do this to check!). Then you can count how
many paces it is back to the tree trunk. We
tried to do big steps that were about a metre
long, but some of us have legs that are too
short for this so we tried to calculate by
multiplying the number of steps by the number
of centimetres in our step. We worked out that
the tallest tree was about 25 metres tall.

We looked closely
at the bark to see if
we could see signs
of creatures living
there – we think
we found some
insect eggs!

We investigated the area around the tree to see what lives in its shadow. We found woodlice,
centipedes and different kinds of moss and lichen. In the sunshine near the trees we found all sorts of
different grasses and daisies growing and we even found a caterpillar!

There were 3 types of earthworm to search for – small ones
with a red head that live near the surface and munch on leaf
litter, skinny, pale ones that curl up tight when you touch
them and big, juicy pink ones that live deeper in the ground
and eat the soil as they tunnel through it.
Worms can be found in all
sorts of places – in the
vegetable garden, under
logs, in tyres – we had a
good rummage around to
find them (we did a good job
of digging over the
vegetable beds in the
process, too!)

Worms like to be kept cool and damp, so we
put them in trays and pots and used damp
earth and a water spray so they didn’t get
burnt in the sun.

We looked at them with magnifiers then we compared our worms to see
how many different types we had. We were able to measure some of them, the longest one was 12cm!

Who knew that earthworms could be so interesting!
As well as all our scientific studies, we even had time to plant trees at
both schools for the Queen’s Green Canopy! We can’t wait to watch them
grow in to great oak trees.

