Outdoor Learning – Spring 5
What a fantastic week for watching birds! Our budding birdwatchers got out onto the school field
to see what we could see. We used spotter sheets and bird books to identify and tell the
difference and used recorded bird song and our own voices to talk to them. We can spot a robin
with its red chest and mimic its call, tell the difference between a blue tit (blue feathers on its
head) and a great tit (black feathers on its head) and have a good guess as to whether a black
bird is a rook (in a group) a crow (on its own) or a blackbird (smaller with an orange beak).

Did you know there is no
such thing as a seagull?
There are many types of gull
though and we saw herring,
black headed and black
backed gulls.

Our sighting of the week was
a bird of prey snatching a
mouse from the field in
Shalfleet. Pixie is sure it was
a Peregrine Falcon!

Different birds have different flight patterns and it was fun to copy them. Gulls glide, pigeons flap
and swoop, buzzards circle on rising thermal air and starlings fly together to create fabulous
patterns in murmurations.

There was so much to find out about where birds live, what they eat, how they fly, when they
nest, how many chicks they have and many other fascinating facts. Many of us were engrossed
in the books and fact sheets and added our own drawings to a class collage, labelling our
drawings with facts and distinguishing features.

There were lots of opportunities for us to share our knowledge about birds and we love using the
binoculars to watch them in close up. There are so many different birds on the Isle of Wight and
some of us are lucky enough to have seen a white tailed eagle. Last autumn some more eagles
were released, so we hope we can add it to our list of sightings soon!

We also got to put up
the bird boxes we
made last year in
lockdown – we hope
some birds come to
make their homes in
them.

We have loved watching and learning about birds. There are so many places nearby to watch a
huge variety of birds – we’d love to hear where you’ve been and what you’ve seen!
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