Outdoor Learning - Autumn 4
I think we went from summer to autumn overnight on Monday - what a contrast in
weather we have had!
On Monday at Shalfleet, we
collected seeds from the flowers we
had sown in the spring time sunflowers, sweet peas, oxeye
daisies, poppies - and looked at
them closely under magnifying
glasses.

We noticed that the
seeds were different
shapes and sizes and
the way the flower
transformed into a
seedhead differed from
flower to flower.
Some tiny seeds like poppies are
held in chambers in the head so
when it dries out and gaps start to
appear, the seeds are shaken out
and blown in the wind.

Others, like sunflowers,
pack the seeds into a tight,
geometric pattern which
loosens as the flower head dries. Birds like to
feed on sunflower seeds, which means they
can spread them through their poop. Other
seedheads have prickles or scratchy hairs that
stick to creatures’ fur and feet as they pass by,
spreading them over a wider area. How
fascinating it was to find all this out from the
flowers we grew ourselves!

Then the wind blew and the rain came so at Yarmouth on Tuesday it was time to get
our wet weather gear on and brave the elements! We put up a shelter so we could
still look at the seeds but it was too wet and windy to hunt for them and collect them
from the plants. So we got out the pipes and gutters and made some fantastic giant
marble runs as well.
Teamwork was the name of the game to try out ideas
and take turns at rolling the ball along the track. It
was fantastic to watch how brilliantly the children
shared ideas to problem solve and see how their runs
evolved.

There were some fine examples from Eclipse class at Shalfleet too.

Finally, we got to harvest our pumpkins - look out for them at the Harvest Festival at
Yarmouth!

